pounded eight questions for their consideration, ranging from the value of electron-spin-resonance spectra in investigating primary changes, to the more general problem of why some elementary physiological systems are radiosensitive while others are very resistant. The 40 pages reporting this general discussion contain a most fascinating commentary on current radiobiology: the reader is taken to the growing edges of the science by those who have contributed so much to its recent progress. It is a vast subject, continually changing in its orientation, and this well-produced volume will be of value to those seeking to learn more of the modes of thought behind its rapid development.
Fungi and Fungous Diseases
A symposium of the Section of Microbiology The New York Academy of Medicine edited by Gilbert Dalldorf MD pp x+335 illustrated 96s Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This book provides a systematic account of present trends in medical mycology. The contributors include many leading American mycologists, and one each from Britain, France, Germany, Australia and Mexico; it is a pity that Europe was not better represented, and that there was no contributor from the flourishing and important school of Japanese mycologists.
Aspects dealt with include etiology, immunology, and treatment, methods of differentiation and classification of pathogens, and theoretical subjects of no less importance. Disease of the nervous system occurring in the prenatal and perinatal periods of life is attracting increasing attention among pediatricians and non-clinical workers. This volume, compiled from papers read at an annual scientific meeting of the Houston Neurological Society, contains admirable summaries of the present knowledge of many aspects and, with the extensive lists of references, will be very useful to pvdiatricians and neurologists. Particularly helpful are the chapters on genetic aspects, on biochemical defects, on the effect of viral and other agents on the developing embryo and on perinatal obstetric problems. Experimental anoxia in feetal and neonatal monkeys is described in detail and should help in understanding the effects of similar conditions in humans. More than half the book is concerned with the pathogenesis and treatment of hydrocephalus. Many animal experiments (some of which are of rather doubtful relevance to the human problems) are described. Authoritative chapters are provided on the radiology and surgical treatment of hydrocephalus. A healthy lack of satisfaction is apparent in the writings of the clinicians, painstaking perseverance in the chapters by the research workers. This book is outstanding in the high quality of its illustrations. For the editors and publishers to have produced it eighteen months after the Houston meeting is a remarkable achievement. The latest edition of this famous reference book fully maintains the very high standard set by the previous two editions. Its subject matter ranges widely over the whole field of the theoretical and practical aspects of blood transfusion; but it includes, too, a detailed survey of the blood groups and other related subjects, such as blood
